“Travel west young student!”
with Steve Sheinken
and your Summer Reading Passport
For
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1. What is Manifest Destiny?
	

	

	

	



2. How did the United States gain so much territory or land? Summarize how the United States acquired territory from each of these major events and share if it was FAIR or UNFAIR. Explain WHY you think this is so.

Louisiana Purchase: FAIR or UNFAIR? Why? Use complete sentences. 
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US Mexican War: FAIR or UNFAIR. Why? Use complete sentences.
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Oregon Territory:  FAIR or UNFAIR? Why? Use complete sentences. 
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2. Why was building a transcontinental train so important? Who helped build it? Use complete sentences. 
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3. If you lived in the West during the period of Manifest Destiny, where would you live and why?  Use complete sentences. 
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4. How were Native Americans treated during Manifest Destiny?  Do you think this was fair? Why? Use complete sentences. 
	

	

	

	

	

	



5. Draw a political cartoon that shows how you feel about the way the Native Americans were treated.


6. Which person in this book do you find the most annoying? Why?  Use complete sentences. Then draw details and label the character graphic organizer to show why he/she is so annoying.
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7.  Look through the maps in the book.  On the map below, outline the territories acquired during Manifest Destiny, and color-code them below.  Include the different pioneer trails.  Include the location of Custer’s Last Stand.
[image: US physical map]

Louisiana Purchase:  Color:___________     US Mexico War:  Color: _________  Oregon Territory: Color: ___________
8. Write a letter from the perspective of one of the pioneers in the book to a member of his/her family.  What amazing adventures did “you” experience during your journey?  How do “you” like your new life out West?              
													Date: ____________________
Dear ________________________,


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


										Sincerely, 

										______________________________
9. Almost done.  Now draw a comic strip that shows the challenges of crossing the country during the 1800’s. Be sure to refer back to the physical map of the USA from activity 7 to remember what mountain ranges and rivers stand in your way. Be sure to tell your comic story from beginning to middle to satisfying end. Don’t forget all those wild animals and dangers you’ll be sure to encounter on the way! 
_____________________________________________
Title of comic strip here.

	
	
	

	
	
	



	
	
	

	
	
	



10. Now sit back and relax. Sip your favorite cold drink. Be glad you live in the 20th century and you have a couple days of summer vacation left!!
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